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The work of the American Bible Society is both missionary and benevolent. 


To all classes tn 


this country the Bible is sold at the mere cost of publication, while in foreign lands the Scriptures 
are offered at cost or at merely nominal prices, and given to the poor everywhere without money 


and without price. 


EIGHTY-EIGHTH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE 
SOCIETY. 

ADDRESS BY ARCHDEACON HODGSON. 


The clock warns me—though it is not right !—that 
I have only time now to mention one opportunity of 
which this society has availed itself; but that, I think, 
is a striking one. On the continent of Africa there is 
one language which has had the privilege of boasting 
itself the most accursed under the face of the sun; a 
language which has been used by the slave-dealers, 
who have travelled to all parts of Africa, and wher- 
ever they have gone they have taken that Swahili 
language with them. There is the opportunity—one 
language which, among all these varying tongues, 
is spoken in all parts of Africa. The Church Mission- 
ary Society began the work on that language nearly 
fifty years ago. Dr. Krapf commenced it; the Uni- 
versities’ Mission thirty years ago took it up; Dr. 
Steere, one of the greatest of our linguists in this age, 
set to work on the language ; and now this very year 
the Bible society is enabling us to make that the most 
blessed language in all Central Africa. Wherever we 
go we are able now to present the people of the 
country with the word of God in a language which 
they understand. Is not this the work of Christ him- 


- self—the very curse of the land, the most accursed 


language, turned into its greatest blessing? Oh, 
brethren, the seed is cast upon many waters, and it 
returns after many days. It bears fruit in unexpected 
ways. One book given by Bishop Steere, and carried 
by a native into the very centre of Africa, became the 


seed which has sprung up into that Mission of which 


you have heard to-day, which is so very much in peo- 
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ple’s hearts now, the Mission to that great country 
of Uganda. One book carried there by a native was 
found there by Stanley and read by him to King 
Mtesa. And that, so it is said, was the beginning of 
the Church Missionary Society’s work in that great 
country, a work which has indeed borne fruit. Those 
who know what negroes are can hardly believe the 
tale when they hear of them coming to be “readers” 


at the risk of their lives, or when they hear of their 
_ actually going to the stake for that which they have 


read, because they have believed it and will not dis- 
avow it. But, dear brothers and sisters in Christ, it 
seems to me on these occasions that one word of cau- 
tion is necessary. We come toa great May meeting, 
and go away with the thought: “‘ Here is a great work 
being done; we can give God thanks; the Bible is 
going to all parts; the whole world will soon have 
it.’ Let us indeed give God thanks for what has 
been done, but let us go away rather thinking of 
what remains to be done. Now, the opportunities 
have grown. It is true that in 1847 there were only 
thirteen clergy in South Africa, and Dr. Krapf, I 
believe, was working alone in Central Africa. Now 
there are about thirteen bishops in South Africa, and 
perhaps 130 clergy; and in Central Africa there 
are working two great societies, the Equa- 
torial African Mission and the Universities’ Mission. 
There are two bishops (soon to be three) and about 
fifty clergy. We have there three printing-presses 
doing the same work in their own country that the 
Bible society is doing for them at home. But the 
thought is this: after all, it is only a drop in the 
ocean. Do you realize what this means? They tell 
us that 50,000 heathen are every day passing into 
eternity. We have not yet heard even the names, I 
suppose, of a hundredth part of the languages of 
Central Africa. If the Bible society now produces 
“300 versions, we shall soon ‘have to see that it pro- 
duces 300 more. This lies beforeus. I know of dia- 
lects myself in Central Africa which will soon be 
ready for the Bible society’s work ; and Mashonaland 
and other places will require new versions in new . 
dialects. The work grows and the opportunities 
grow, and you must see to it that the society is able 
to avail itself of them in the future as in the past. 
It is not necessary for me to speak, others have done 
so already, of this society as being not only a mis-_ 
sionary society but also a peace-making society. But rf 
I do believe that the great obstacle to our foreign | 
mission work lies in our unhappy divisions. We have 
so many sects, so many bodies, and each must have 
its own missionary society. Even in our own church. 
different parties will hardly support one society. But 
here, at any rate, you have one in which all can and 
should join—you have a peace-making society. .May. 
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I for one moment remind you of the oldest society 
on record—a society which was very ambitious, a 
society which had the whole world apparently in its 
grasp, which aimed at bringing the earth up into 
heaven? You read of it in the first book of the Bible. 
The result was Babel, confusion. That Babel society 
has affected the whole history of the world since, 
Here you have a humble society, a society which 
humbly thanks God for his holy word, and this society 
aims at doing exactly the opposite thing. Instead of 
taking earth up into heaven, it aims at bringing 
heaven down upon earth. And the Bible is the result, 
a peace-making result, in our own Christianity at 
home and throughout the nations of the world. You 
read inthe last book of the Bible of a great angel 
coming down from heaven on to the earth, having in 
his hand a little book open and with that little book 
open in his hand he stood with his right foot on 
the sea and his left foot on the earth, and he swore 
by God who liveth for ever and ever that time 
should be no longer. That means, I suppose, that 
heaven shall come down to earth, and time be swal- 
lowed up in eternity. And when shall that be? When 
the gospel has been preached among all nations. 
Then, and not till then, will there be an end of “the 
strife of tongues.’’ And may it not be that the angel, 
that. messenger of God, represents the spirit of this 
society, which goes with the little Book open in its 
hand to all parts of the world? And may it not be, 
once more, that those who enable this society to avail 
itself of these growing opportunities are engaged in 
angels’ work, that work of which they sang when the 
Word Incarnate was born, the work of promoting 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will towards men’’? 


ADDRESS BY THE REV. CHEVALIER PROCHET, D.D. 


I come from Rome, my lord, ladies and gentlemen, 
but I am sorry to be obliged to say that I have not 
been able to bring with me the blessing of him who 
lives there and styles himself the Vicar of God on 
earth. It has been said that all or nearly all the 
churches were gathering around the Bible. I said in 
my heart, ““Would to God it were so,” but we are 
still far from it, as far as the Church of Rome is con- 
cerned. No; though years have passed—though it 
seems to some that that church is no longer what it 
was 300 years ago—I am sorry to be obliged to say 
that it has not changed a whit, so far as the word of 
God is concerned. I feel bound to say so, though 
that may have been part of the line followed by the 
distinguished speakers who have preceded me. 
Rumors have come to Italy and Southern Europe 
about your country, which I must say are far from 
having rejoiced or cheered us, as to what is going on 
in some places here. I do trust it is only because the 
papers do not know what is going on. The fact is 
that this blessed Bible of which so much has been 
said—and we might stay here till to-morrow and not 
be able to exhaust it—that blessed Bible, the gift of 
God, is still put in the Zxdea among prohibited books 
in all Southern Europe. We have heard of China and 
Africa, and my heart opens toward them and the 
work that is being done. But I am here representing 
the Latin race—Italy, France, Spain, and Portugal— 
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and I can say to you, Christian friends, that they need 
the Bible as much as the yellow people Mr. Gibson 1s 
preaching to. It may to some of you appear a parit 
pris opinion, but I assure you that a man in a black 
coat, who apparently had had some instruction, asked 
me, “Is it Pope Gregory the Great or Pope Leo 
that has given the Lord’s Prayer?’’ and another one 
said, “Is not the Trinity composed of God, the Vir- 
gin Mary, and Jesus Christ?” I have seen words 
quoted and the source attributed to the “Epistle of 
John to the Corinthians.” All this shows the great 
ignorance of the book of God in Italy; and what is 
the consequence? If you have been reading the 
papers you have seen how the whole of Southern 
Europe is as if it were on a volcano about to burst in 
a moment, because there is no more anything that 
will prevent the people from going to excess, they 
not knowing the blessed word of God. 

In visiting Sweden some years ago I saw in the 
museum there on the staircase a large picture. Well, 
as to execution, it is some distance from Raphael, but 
the thought was a good one, and it struck me. There 
is a British sailor holding a Bible in his hand, and on 
the other side is an Italian youth, with dark hair and 
eyes, stretching out his hand; and between the two 
there is a man whom I shall not name, but of whom 
I have spoken already, taking hold of the arm of the 
British sailor with one hand and with the other trying 
to keep back the youth representing Italy. One sees 
the work you have done, and for it accept from my 
mouth the heartfelt thanks and deepest gratitude of 
Southern Europe, which but for this society would 
never have been able to have these hundreds of 
thousands of copies of the word of God spread 
abroad as it is now. To illustrate what I said just 
now of the Church of Rome preventing the Bible 
from being read, I may tell you that last year quite in 
the South of Italy, at Catanzaro, there was an azto- 
da-fé in the street, not a burning of men and women 
—-thank God, the laws of Italy do not permit that !— 
but on it there were Bibles, New Testaments, and 
Portions which you had sent there, which .the col- 
porteurs had sold, and which the priest was burning 
to the glory of God, according to his ignorance. 

This colporteur was a man of more than common 
courage and intelligence, and he went to the priest 
and said: ‘Sir, you have been committing a double 
sin; you have been taking these books from the poor 
people who had bought them, and you have robbed 
them, and, secondly, you have been committing a sin 
by burning the word of God.” The priest was not a 
stupid man, and he said: ‘‘ You are a pretty fellow to 
come to teach me my duty. I am the pastor of this 
flock. Your books are poison books, and it is my 
duty, as the shepherd of my flock, to prevent them 
from having them.”” Then there ensued a discussion 
—of course with no result. The colporteur, struck 
with an idea, said to the priest: “ Here isa book. Iam 
going to give it to you upon your promise to read it 
before you burn it.’ So he promised. The book 
given was the ‘‘Compendium of Controversy.” It 
simply passes, ez revue, the various doctrines of the 
Church of Rome without a word of comment, but 
with verses of the Bible underneath them. The priest 


was struck with that, and he wrote to Florence to get | 


a Bible. The same that he had burned he had to pay 
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for. He was convinced; and, the Spirit of the Lord 
working on him, he wanted more instruction, like the 
eunuch, and he wrote to the depot-keeper at Florence 
asking the name of a minister. The instruction was 
given, and he threw off his priestly garb, came to him 
and said, “ Here I am, sir,’’ telling his story. He had 
still five sous left—the padres are not blessed with a 
large fortune. The minister said, to put him to the 
test, “I cannot maintain you; what can you do to 
work?” The poor tellow, like many others, knew no 
work but to say his mass. Then the other said, 
“Here are New Testaments and Portions ; go out and 
sell them to make your living.” 

this, and he is now in Naples, selling the very books 
which he had burned. 

I don’t need to dwell upon the statistics which have 
been alluded to to show how the work is increasing, but 
if ever God in his mercy will enlighten the priests of 
Rome, it is no more by hundreds of thousands, but by 
millions of copies that you will have the books sold. 

I wish you could appreciate the difficulties we have 
in Italy. There are two mighty currents. There is 
the great tide of infidelity, downright materialism, 
growing, and on the other hand you have the great 
tide of gross superstition. But these people that 
belong to the gross superstition have still a conscience; 
they believe in something—they may believe wrongly, 
but they believe in something. They do not be- 
lieve in the loving Saviour as we do; they are 
afraid of God; but these are the very people who 
would like and love the Bible if they had it. Asa 
Waldensian, I may say that we have not been on good 
terms with the Pope ; the Popes have killed too many 
of my brethren ; but God knows that I should become 
the greatest friend of Leo XIII. if to-morrow he would 
issue a decree to his priests and say, ‘‘ Let your people 
read the Bible.’ We are not fond of controversy 
merely for a form of church government: what we 
contend for in Spain, France, and Italy, is simply to 
have the word of God given to the people, so that 
they may hear for themselves the voice of their own 
Heavenly Father echoing through its holy pages to 
reach their hearts and consciences, to quiet them and 
cheer them. I had thought of inflicting on you a 
longer speech, but I believe I am doing the greatest 
piece of kindness I ever performed by cutting it short, 
and I shall simply say that I have great pleasure in 
seconding the resolution. One last word: You are 
between two courses. It you approve the resolution 
and go on you have the blessing of God; if you intend 
to retrench and go back, you have the approbation of 
the Pope. Now choose. 
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FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


Mexico.—Mr. Hamilton says : . 

- My colporteurs are frank with me, and write to me 
of all their trials. Many have had to practice great 
self-denial during the famine. I have increased the 
salaries of a few, but Iam persuaded that in order to 
keep them at active work I must give an increase of 
I think thata fair calculation 
would show that the prices of the most ordinary food 
are three times what they were two years ago. It is 
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only due to the fact that General Diaz has proclaimed 
American corn free of duty that one-half the people 
are not starving to-night. But there are hundreds of 
towns that the imported corn cannot reach. I desire 
very much to keep these men and enable them to feed 
their families during these severe trials, and I see no 
way but to increase their stipend. The opposition to 
our book is as strong as ever; the people are poorer 
—and yet our men sell Bibles. They work hard and 
must have good food. 


a 


INDIAN TERRITORY.—Mrs. Robertson writes as fol- 
lows on the receipt of a supply of Muskokee Testa- 
ments: 

I was glad when I heard of their safe arrival, and 
still more glad at having them on hand the next day, 
when I had the opportunity of putting a dozen of them 
into the hands of anative Methodist minister for sale 
in his region a hundred miles west of us. Then this 
week I have had the pleasure of putting half as many 
into the hands of a young native Baptist minister, who 
is acting as interpreter for Creeks and Seminoles in 
the United States district court at Fort Smith, where 
he is likely to see many Indians who are summoned 
as witnesses and are often kept a long time away from 
their homes. I hope he will soon find sale for what 
he has and will call for a new supply. I have less 
opportunity than formerly for disposing of English 
Bibles and Testaments, but I am glad to have some 
of them on hand, ready for any opportunity which | 
may secure. 


CUBA: 


The work in Havana (says Mr. McKim) is always 
slow and difficult, and has been affected by the great 
strike, in which it is said that twenty thousand tobac- 
conists were out of employment and eight thousand 
out of food. I think these numbers are greatly exag- 
gerated, but they show at least what obstacles have 
been met, for all society sympathizes and suffers with 
the suffering tobacconists. That is past, at least for 
the present. The heat has been quite oppressive and 
has continued more than four months without inter- 
ruption, but the worst of that is also past. 

A man came up and shook my hand warmly as I 
was coming out of church, and gave me many thanks 


for having sold or given him a Testament. I told him 


he must be mistaken, as I did not remember him, and 
suggested that it might be one of my helpers. “Oh, no 
sir. You yourself gave it tome. Don’t you remem- 
ber the soldier in the hospital to whom you spoke and 
the sick man by the river? Iam that man.” No one 
would have known him, so great was the change from 
sickness to health, from poverty and squalor to a 
position in society and a seat in Diaz’s church. If it 
should please the Lord to quicken all of the good 
seed! 


PERSIA. 

TABREDZ, September 17, 1892. 
Last Wednesday we moved down to the city, and 
have been getting our house in order. We found every- 
thing safe, though a number of houses were entered 
and robbed while the owners were absent. This has 
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been an expensive outing to us, as provisions were 
high so far away from the city and there were many 
expenses incident to tent-life ; but we have received 
many benefits and blessings and are grateful to our 
Heavenly Father whose care has protected us by night 
and by day. Once more we are permitted to meet 
our friends and brethren. All the church members 
but one were spared, and all the missionaries except 
the wife of a Swedish missionary and her babe. 
There are many conflicting reports about the number 
of deaths in Tabreez, but I presume it is not far from 
20,000. About the same number died in Teheran. 
| was told by a high official to-day that about one- 
tenth of the population of Persia have been swept 
away by this scourge. The feeling prevails that it 
will return next year. We are praying that this ex- 
perience may work out the spiritual welfare of many 
souls, although thus far it has had a demoralizing 
effect upon business of all kinds and upon our col- 
portage work. W. L. WHIPPLE. 


——_ —__¢ 


GLEANINGS FROM THE REPORT OF 
THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 


GABOON Mission (West Africa).—Notwithstanding 
‘his outside cares, Mr. Good devoted a good deal of 
time last year to the revision of the Mpongwe hymn- 
book in use and the Mpongwe New Testament. Con- 
cerning the latter he writes: ‘‘Even in the Gospels 
there is hardly one verse in five that does not need 
some change, and when we come to the Epistles the 
old version is simply unintelligible in some places.” 
It is hoped that provision will be made for the publish- 
ing of these books in the near future. Mr. Marling, 
with a native assistant, has translated the Gospel of 
Matthew into the Fang, composed several new hymns, 
and prepared a catechism. 

Canton.—Dr. Henry has finished the translation of 
the Book of Daniel into Cantonese. He is also far 
advanced in the translation of Isaiah. 

Hainan.—Through special gifts of friends of the 
Hainan Station a small press has been secured and 
paid for, together with the necessary type for print- 
ing the Romanized Hainese. The Gospels and some 
other translations are now ready to be printed. 

Inp1A.—Mr. Holcomb, as a member of the Hindi 
New Testament Translation Committee, spent two 
months with his co-laborers on this important work 
last summer, during which a new version of the Epistle 
to the Romans and First Epistle to the Corinthians 
was completed. 

KoreA.—Mr. Gale, having been appointed one of a 
committee on Bible translation with Mr. Appenzeller, 
of the Methodist Mission, has translated the Acts of 
the Apostles. Such translations are intricate, owing to 
the difference between the literary style and that of 
the common people, and also to the extensive use of 
Chinese terms in the written language of Korea. 

Mexico.—Dr. Thomson, in addition to the instruc- 
tion given in the seminary, has, during the year, ren- 
dered valuable service in the preparation of various 
books required for the school, and also in a revision 
of the Spanish Bible which is being made by the 
American Bible Society. The Rev. H. B. Pratt, the 
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Agent of this Society especially intrusted with this 
work, has presented to the Board a letter acknowl- 
edging with high praise the co-operation of Dr. Thom- 
son, without which he deems it well-nigh impossible 
that the work could have been carried forward to 
successful accomplishment. 

Dakota INDIANS.—A good deal of educational work 
has been done by the Mission among the Yanktons. 
In 1869, when the Yankton Station was first occupied, 
there was no school of any kind. Among 2,000 Indians 
there was not one who could read English, and only 
two were found who could spell out slowly their own 
language. Mr. Williamson immediately started a day- 
school, which has been kept up ever since. Now the 
majority of the tribe under forty can read their own 
language, and over two hundred the English. The 
greater part of those who read Dakota have learned 
in our schools. For their education in English a large 
government boarding-schoo] has latterly been built, 
also an Episcopal boarding-school for boys, and very 
many are now sent away to boarding-schools. 

Persta.—The revised Syriac Bible, long in process 
of preparation, is now printing under the superintend- 
ence of Dr.Labaree. It is done at the expense of the 
American Bible Society, at their House in New York. 
It is said to be the most laborious and difficult job 
which the Society has ever undertaken. But no ex- 
pense is spared to make it as perfect as possible. The 
book is eagerly waited for by Syriac readers in Persia, 
Turkey, and Russia. 

S1aAM (AJf%ission Press).—The press is an important 
factor in all mission work in Siam, as it is the only 
fountain from which a religious literature pours forth 
to the Siamese. The American Bible Society, through 
its Agent, the Rev. John Carrington, formerly a mis- 
sionary of this Board, makes large demands upon it. 
The missionaries write that Mr. Carrington has mani- 
fested much energy and wisdom in the management 
of the Society’s work, and that his labors have been 
crowned with rich spiritual blessing. Copies of seven 
different books of the Bible were issued during the 
year, and 11,000 portions of Scripture were distributed, 
of which less than 1,000 copies were given away and 
more than 10,000 sold. 

Laos.—The most important item in the literary 
work of the year is the complete revision, by Mrs. 
McGilvary, of her translation of the Gospel of Mat- 
thew. It has been printed in the Siamese character 
by the American Bible Society. 


RESULTS OF BIBLE READING IN BRAZIL. 


Among the many evidences of direct divine inter- 
position in the evangelization of Brazil, there are 
none more noticeable than the almost miraculous 
results attending the simple reading of the Bible, 
without note or comment. Thereare scores of cases 


on record of individuals converted by the perusal of — 
copies of the Scriptures which had come into their 


possession, and several of our important churches had 


their origin in the conversion of individuals by the 


unaided study of the Bible and their subsequent 
reading of the same to their relatives and neighbors, 


until whole neighborhoods had accepted the gospel 


before ever hearing or seeing a Protestant preacher. 


The following is a case in point, similar to many __ 
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others which have from time to time appeared in our 
missionary magazines : 

A member of the church in Sao Paulo had a brother 
who was a seller of lottery tickets and annually can- 
vassed large sections of the country on horseback, 
going from house to house with his wares. Before he 
started out on one of his journeys, his sister, with a 
prayer for God’s blessing, put a copy of the Bible into 
his saddlebags. It remained unnoticed for some time 
until, being storm-stayed for two or three days at a 
plantation-house, he brought it out, and as a matter of 
curiosity showed it to his hostess. As soon as the 
lady had glanced over its pages she became deeply 
interested in it, and said, “Why, this is just the book 
that I have been longing for for years!’’ She not 
only read it eagerly herself, but kept calling the 
attention of other members of the family to passages 
which she thought especially beautiful or important. 
Finally she began to ask the owner for some explana- 
tions. He, however, replied that he did not belong 
to that religion, and did not pretend to understand it, 
but that his sister who had given him the Bible did. 
“Then I will send at once to your sister to come and 
teach us about this new religion,” she replied, and 
accordingly addressed a letter to the sister urging her 
to come and explain to them this new and strange 
book, signing herself, ‘‘ Your sister in the gospel.” 

The lady went as was requested, and upon her 
arrival was delighted and embarrassed to find more 
than sixty people gathered in the large dining-room 
of the plantation-house to hear her expl!ain the gospel. 
She did the best she could for two or three nights, 
and then wrote to her pastor that he must come at 
once or send some one to preach to the people. A 
young native preacher was sent, and he conducted 
services for several successive nights with large and 
most attentive audiences. The result was the organi- 
zation of a Presbyterian church, which now bears the 
name of Itatiba, and numbers fifty communicants, 
The young man who introduced the Buble into that 
community also became converted, and he has been 
for years a most taithful and successful colporteur, 
selling hundreds of Bibles and penetrating in many 


_cases far into the interior where no minister or mis- 


sionary has ever been. 
Little nuclei of Christian believers have thus been 
established all over the country, in the most unex- 


_ pected places, and naturally without any reference to 


the location of the organized churches or settled 


-pastors.— The Church at Home and Abroad. 


FROM A COLPORTEUR’S NOTE-BOOK 


IN CHILI. 
The day that I went to market I sold two Bibles. 


Some asked me what that book contained. Not 


knowing anything else than that it was prohibited, 
one said, “I believe the priests prohibit that book 
because it does not say anything about God.” ‘On 
the contrary,” said another, “this book clears up 


‘the whole subject of religion; but the priests, like 


the doctors, are mercenary, and it is not conven- 
ient for them to have the people examine into it. 


_ Just as the doctors dole out remedies to keep the sick 


suffering, and so necessitate more visits to get more 
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pay [a reflection on the malpractice here], so do the 
priests with the Bible: they keep us ignorant alto- 
gether.” 

A Frenchman wishes to buy a Bible, but his wife, 
a school-teacher, together with all her family, is furi- 
ously opposed, saying that it is a Protestant book. 
Ina thousand ways he tries to convince them, and 
with the Bible in hand shows them its contents, saying : 
“Don’t you see? Here are the prophets; were they 
Protestants? Here are the evangelists and the apos- 
tles; were they Protestants? NHere is Christ; was 
Christ a Protestant? Then so am I.” ‘‘Yes,” the 
women reply, “but that book denies the virginity of 
the Virgin ; that is enough. That invalidates all the 
rest. And that book cannot stay in a Christian 
house.” 

When I went for the second time to a humble little 
house where I had before left two or three small 
books, the mother said to me: ‘‘I burned your 
books, because the priest said in his address that 
those were the devil’s books, and that we ought all ot 
us to deliver them to him or else burn them; and, to 
drive away the demon which is in Chillan, he dis- 
tributed to us scapularies and prayers. It is a shame 
that a gentleman like you should be occupied with 
these things, which make anybody abominable.” 

In a respectable house some women exclaimed : 
“Ah, the New Testament! We don’t buy bad books.” 
In another place: “The Bible? Ah, that is the 
book that I wanted!”—7Zhe Church at Home and 
Abroad. 


HOW THE GOSPEL SPREADS. 
BY REV. J. WIER. 


In the northern part of the island of Yezzo are the 
national prisons of Japan. Within a radius of about 
fifty miles from the northernmost station of my district 
there are three such institutions, containing over ten 
thousand prisoners. In one of these prisons, some 
eighteen months ago, there was a warder who pos- 
sessed a copy of the New Testament. One of the 
inmates, hearing of this copy, requested the warder 
to allow him to read it. The prisoner kept it till he 
had copied the four Gospels on scraps of paper. He 
read it to some of his fellows and the interest speedily 
spread. Ina few months a request came from a large 
number of the prisoners for copies of the New Testa- 


ment. 


A prominent Christian in the neighborhood, hearing 
of this demand, appealed to me; and, having myself 
just received a thousand copies of the New Testament 
as a gift, I could in part supply. Soon after, when 
visiting our quarterly conference in the northeast 
part of my district, I inquired particularly about this 
prison revival. Among those spoken to was a neigh- 
boring pastor, who stated that, while over five hun- 
dred men had accepted Christianity as a system, he 
believed that over one hundred of them were con- 
verted. Recently governors favorable to Christian- 
‘ity have been appointed to these prison regions, and 
teachers are now employed and paid by the govern- 
ment to teach_the prisoners Christian morals. One of 
these teachers recently said that he preached the 
gospel daily to the thousands of men under his 
The Gospel in All a: 
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THE CIVIL STATUS OF MISSIONS. 


Very much of the work carried on by missionaries 
is by no means distinctively religious in form. They 
conduct a vast publishing business, conforming in 
every respect to the laws of the country where they live. 
So long as they respect those laws they have the same 
right to the protection of their own government as 
merchants, and may claim that protection when the 
foreign government for any cause seeks to abridge 
it. 

Some years since the Agent of the American Bible 
Society in Constantinople was called upon by the 
Turkish government to show cause why the colport- 
age of the Scriptures should not be restricted, just as 
the sale of gunpowder was restricted. The law officer 
of the Porte said that the introduction of the Scrip- 
tures among the common people, who by reason of 
their general lack of intelligence were not able to 
understand them, tended to stir ideas utterly sub- 
versive of the existing order of things. While no 
one objected to the Bible itself, recogmized its value, 
etc., there was a feeling that its use among people 
who could not thoroughly appreciate its truths was 
fraught with danger to the public welfare. In reply 
the missionary asked the officer to name a single 
instance, not merely in that city but in all the em- 
pire, where the sale of copies of the Scriptures had 
been even indirectly the cause of any disturbance. 
He ceuld not, and the question was dropped, the 
Turkish official acknowledging the validity of the 
claim that a business recognized by the government 
as lawful could not be interfered with except as good 
and sufficient cause was shown.— The Jndependent. 


THE STORY OF THE PITCAIRN ISLANDERS. 


The story of the Pitcairn Islanders is the more im- 
pressive from the fact that, in destitution of all clergy- 
men, churches, and ordinary means of grace, and amid 
the most unlikely classes to be reached by saving in- 
fluences, a single copy of the Bible and the Book of 
Common Prayer (so largely permeated with the Bible) 
became the missionaries of God to convert a whole 
community. We have been wont to emphasize the 
need of personal agents in the work of conversion, 
and that need can hardly be made too emphatic; but 
there is a growing evidence that God honors his own 
word, and sometimes, even where there are yet no 
believers, uses that word to convey the first blessing. 
What of early parental or other religious training may 
have left impressions on the mind and heart of John 
Adams, we know not; but the word of God was cer- 
; tainly in this case the conspicuous, if not the solitary 
: cause of a great change—Dr. A. T. Pierson. 


RELIGION IN INDIA. 


_ Religion i in India is not a part of the national life, as 
itis in Europe, but the whole of it. I maintain that 
_ the pre-eminent power to-day in India is Christianity. 
Just a century ago men were asking, “ How can we 
_ get Christianity into India?” There is another -ques- 
tion debated now by the enemies of Missions in this 

country and in India—“ How can we get y 
“out of India?” cone a ‘to these 


onc 
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tianity has got into India, and you will never get her 
out! She has got into the languages of the country, 
and I want to know by what chemical process you 
can extract her inspirations from these. In the first 
place, the Christian Scriptures have been translated 
—according to the recent return—into fifty of the — 
Indian tongues, and the chief of these translations — 
have a literary merit so rare that even in the judgment 
of unfriendly critics they deserve tg rank side by side 
with the writings of the best penne of Hindoo author- 
ship. Christianity has got into India ; you will never 
get her out!—Rev. £. Jenkins, Ex-President of the 
British Wesleyan Conference. 


DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT. x 


EXTRACTS FROM MONTHLY REPORTS OF DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENTS. 


CALIFORNIA AND NeEvApA.—During September I 
visited the California Methodist Episcopal German 
Conference at Oakland, the trustees of the California 
Bible Society, and the Methodist Episcopal Confer- 
exce at Pacific Grove; thence to Los Angeles via 
Oakland, visiting the Los Angeles Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church South; thence to San 
Diego, visiting the Southern California Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church ; thence to Pasadena, 
to visit the Los Angeles Presbytery of the Presbyterian 
Church. I preached also in the Congregational 
Church at Pacific Grove during the conference, and 
addressed all the above-named bodies in behalf of 
the work of the American Bible Society, urging larger 
collections in the future because of the pressing 
needs of the Society. I was very courteously re- 
ceived and given ample time for addresses by Bishop 
Vincent, of the Methodist Episcopal Church, Bishop 
Haygood, of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, 
and the moderator, Rev. Mr. Hartley, of the Los 
Angeles Presbytery. My visits were made very pleas- 
ant by all, and, I trust, will prove profitable. 


ILLINOIs.—September has been a very busy month, 
and in addition to five ecclesiastical bodies 1 have 
visited sixteen auxiliary and branch societies in — 
different parts of the State, put things in order, and 
tried to stir up the friends of the cause to greater zeal — 
and efficiency. | trust it has not been wholly in vain. — 

Madison County Bible Society has done well, con- 
sidering the desolation wrought along the river- 
bottoms by the flood in the early summer. It will 
be some time before these losses will be made good. — 
Our cause as well as others must suffer more or less 
from the flood. The auxiliary is well cared for and 
will make a pretty fair showing this year. ti tad 

Quite a number of auxiliaries in Southern Illinois | 
are making a thorough canvass of their ade and ; 
will be heard from before long. > 


InDIANA.—The month of September was < 
largely to annual conferences, of w visit 
the het pt tag orth eet 


ee ee od 
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Nine auxiliaries were visited and three anniversaries 
held. 


IlowA.—The work of the month closed with the 
observance of the fiftieth anniversary of Cedar County 
Bible Society, centring at Tipton. The whole Sab- 
bath was given to the jubilee service, all the churches 
uniting, and it certainly was a very interesting and 
profitable occasion. 

This society sends fifty dollars as a jubilee thank- 
offering, and expects to send another fifty dollars 
soon. It donated a like sum last spring. 


LOUISIANA AND Mississtpp1.—During the month a 
meeting was held in the interest of the Bible cause 
at each of the following places: College Hill, Pott’s 
Camp, Hickory Flat, Myrtle, Pontotoc, Ripley, New 
Albany, Ellisville, Coffeeville, and Oxford Camp 
Ground. 

In addition to these I visited and addressed two 
presbytery meetings. One was held at Oswood and 
the other at Hazelhurst. The brethren of these bod- 
ies received me very cordially, and they expressed 
their willingness by resolution and otherwise to co- 
operate with the American Bible Society in its great 
work. 

MICHIGAN AND WISCONSIN.—Your Superintendent 
has travelled 2,292 miles, during the month of Septem- 
ber, to visit twelve auxiliaries and seven ecclesiastical 
gatherings. 

The Michigan Annual Conference and the Wiscon- 
sin Annual Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church received me with the greatest cordiality, and 
heartily placed the Bible cause upon the list of the 
regular collections of the churches. The convention 
of the Congregational Churches of Wisconsin extended 
unusual courtesies and gave promise of future co-oper- 
ation. 


MINNESOTA AND NORTH AND SOUTH DaxkotTa:— 
The Aberdeen Bible Society held its annual meeting 
on Sunday evening, Sept. 11th, in the opera-house. 
Four churches gave up their services to attend, and 
the pastors and your Superintendent took part in the 
exercises of the evening. 

On the morning of Sept. 18th I preached in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church of Marshall, Minn., and 
in the evening the annual meeting of the Lyon County 
Bible Society was held in the same place. This 
county was visited this summer by a hailstorm, and 
many of the farmers lost all their crops; but the 
Bible work does not suffer, for this society never 
reported as large a collection as it does this year. 

On the 22d I addressed the annual meeting of the 
Congregational Association of Minnesota, which was 
held in the Park Avenue Church of Minneapolis. 
The Association has given a column in its minutes 
to report the collections for the American Bible 
Society, and I hope the churches will see that it is 
well filled. . 

New JERSEY, DELAWARE, AND STATEN ISLAND, — 
In the month of September I have visited the two 
Presbyterian Churches and the First Methodist Epis- 
copal Church of Phillipsburg, N.J., the Presbyterian 
and Methodist Episcopal Churches of Matawan, and 


the Presbyterian and Methodist Episcopal Churches 


of Boonton. In all I received a most cordial wel- 
come, and found a marked interest in the Bible 
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cause. The collections were greatly increased in 
most of the churches. 

The anniversary of Warren County Bible Society 
was held in the Methodist Episcopal Church at 
Hackettstown, Sept. 15th. There is a growing interest 
in this auxiliary. The annual sermon was preached 
by Rev. J. E. Adams, and addresses were delivered 
by Hon. H. C. Clark, of Newton, and your Superin- 
tendent. The treasurer’s report showed a gratifying 
increase in collections duting the year. 


New York.—On Saturday, the 3d of September, I 
visited the Hartwich Synod of the Lutheran Church, 
convened at Johnstown, and spoke to that body. 

On the following Sabbath I addressed the Reformed 
and Methodist Churches of Canajoharie, and re- 
ceived contributions. 

On the next Sabbath I spoke in two of the churches 
in Olean, and addressed two Sabbath schools. Dur- 
ing the week following I attended a series cf Bible 
mass-meetings, held in several of the more important 
towns of Cattaraugus County, in the interest of that 
county Bible society. 

On the 27th I visited the Troy Presbytery, in session 
at Caldwell. Much time during the month has been 
given to correspondence with pastors and others, 
and replies have already been received in which 
assurance is given that the Bible cause will receive 
attention. Contributions are promised by a number 
of churches which have not for years remembered the 
Bible cause. Your Superintendent is endeavoring to 
reach by correspondence all the churches in his terri- 
tory, and his efforts along this line are having a good 
degree of success. 


OREGON, WASHINGTON, IDAHO, MONTANA, AND 
Uran.—Sabbath, the 11th, I spent at Great Falls. 
The annual meeting of the Northern Montana Bible 
Society, centring at Great Falls, was held at the 
Presbyterian Church in the evening. Addresses were 
delivered by Rev. Joseph Anderson of the Baptist 
Church, Rev. John Reid of the Presbyterian Church, 
Rev. W. B. Combe of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and your District Superintendent. This new 
auxiliary society has made a very fair record for the 
first year of its history. 

Sabbath, the 18th, 1 was at Missoula. The annual 
meeting of the Missoula County Bible Society was 
held at the Methodist Episcopal Church in the even- 
ing and was addressed by your District Superin- 
tendent,. 

Tuesday, the 20th, I spent at Butte City, calling on 
business men. 

Sabbath, the 25th, was given to the work in Helena. 
A union Bible meeting was held at St. Paul’s Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, at which addresses were made 
by Rev. Mr. Shaffer and your District Superintend- 
ent. The work in Montana has been blessed with 
many encouraging results. 


Texas.—This month I made a long trip—was from 
home twenty-one days, visited the most distant — 
western portion of my field, attended the annual _ 
meetings of three auxiliaries— Abilene, Callahan — 
County, and El Paso and Vicinity—and widened the 
area of Bible distribution by the organization of four 
new societies on the frontier. These are situated on 
the Texas and Pacific railroad. It was my first visit 
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to this part of my field. My reception was very cor- 
dial. The ministers and other good people, who are 
laboring to build up churches and Sunday schools in 
these new places, were glad to have a representative 
of the American Bible Society visit them. 


MISCELLANEO Us: 
THE BIBLE FOR SCHOOLBOYS. 

An acquaintance with the Bible should be required 
of every schoolboy. College professors have lately 
been showing how ignorant the youth of America are 
of the history, the geography, the biography, and the 
literature of the sacred books. JI do not now refer to 
its religious lessons, but I speak of the Bible as the 
basis of our social fabric, as the embodiment of the 
most instructive human experiences; as a collection 
of poems, histories, precepts, laws, and examples, 
priceless in importance to the human race. These 
Scriptures have pervaded our literature. All this 
inheritance we possess in a version which is unique. 
Its marvellous diction, secured by the revisions of 
many centuries, and its substantial accuracy, the care 
of many generations of scholars, are beyond our praise. 
But how little study does the schoolboy give to this 
book in secular or sacred hours; how ignorant may 
he really be of that which is supposed to be his daily 


counsellor !—President D. C. Gilman, in The Cosmo-- 


politan. 


THE HON. CHAUNCEY M. DEPEW ON 
THE POWER OF THE BIBLE. 


Fifty years before Columbus sailed from Palos, 
' Guttenberg and Faust had forged the hammer which 
was to break the bonds of superstition and open the 
prison doors of the mind, They had invented the 
printing-press and movable types. The prior adop- 
tion.of a cheap process for the manufacture of paper 
at once utilized the press. Its first service, like all its 
succeeding efforts, was for the people. The univer- 
sities and the schoolmen, the privileged and the 
learned few of that age, were longing for the revela- 
tion and preservation of the classic treasures of an- 
tiquity, hidden and yet insecure in monastic cells and 
libraries. But the first-born of the marvellous crea- 
tion of these primitive printers of Mayence was the 
printed Bible. The priceless contributions of Greece 
and Rome to the intellectual training and develop- 
ment of the modern world came afterward through 
the same wondrous machine. The force, however, 
which made possible America, and its reflex influence 
upon Europe, was the open Bible by the family fire- 
side.—Extract from Columbian Oration, delivered at 
Chicago, Oct. 2rsl, 1892. 


THE RICHNESS OF THE BIBLE. 


Now that Spurgeon, the greatest of preachers, has 

_ gone to the grave, it is instructive to read his testi- 

_mony to the Bible, as the fountain of wisdom and 

knowledge from which he drew through his long 
_ ministry: 

_ After preaching the gospel for forty years, and after 

printing the sermons I have preached for more than 
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six and thirty years, reaching now to the number of 
2,200 in weekly succession, I am fairly entitled to 
speak about the fullness and richness of the Bible as 
a preacher’s book. Brethren, it is inexhaustible. No 
question about freshness will arise if we keep closely 
to the text of the sacred volume. There can be no 
difficulty as to finding themes totally distinct from 
those we have handled before; the variety is as infi- 
nite as the fullness. A long life will only suffice us to 
skirt the shores of this great continent of light. In 
the forty years of my own ministry I have only touched 
the hem of the garment of divine truth, but what vir- 
tue has flowed out of it! Lhe word is like its Author, 
infinite, immeasurable, without end. If you were 
ordained to bea preacher throughout eternity, you 
would have before you a theme equal to everlasting 
demands. 

Brothers, shall we each have a pulpit somewhere 
amidst the spheres? Shall we be witnesses for the 
Lord of grace to myriads of worlds which will be 
wonder-struck when they hear of the incarnate God? 
Shall we be surrounded by pure intelligences, inquir- 
ing and searching into the mystery of God manifest 
in the flesh? Will the unfallen worlds desire to be 
instructed in the glorious gospel of the blessed God, 
and will each one of us have his own tale to tell of our 
experience of infinite love? 1 think so, since the 
Lord has saved us to the intent that now unto the 
principalities and powers in heavenly places might 
be known by the Church the manifold wisdom of God. 
If such be the case, our Bibles will suffice for ages to 
come for new themes every morning, and for fresh 
songs and discourses, world without end. 

No alteration of Scripture can by any possibility 
be an improvement. Believers in verbal inspiration 
should be studiously careful to be verbally correct. 
The gentlemen who see errors in Scripture may think 
themselves competent to amend the language of the 
Lord of hosts, but we who believe God, and accept 
the very words he uses, may not make so presump- 
tuous an attempt. Let us quote the words as they 
stand in the best possible translation, and it will be 
better still if we know the original, and can tell if the 
version fails to give the sense. How much mischief 
may arise out of an accidental alteration of the word! 
—New York Evangelist. 


SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES. 


Human progress is not unmarked with increasing 
perplexity as to the safe interpretation or acceptance 
of what have long been considered settled and truth- 
ful theories in the world of science, morality, and 
religion. There is to-day, to amore marked degree 
than ever before, a disposition to explore matters to 
their very lowest depths, and a seeming determina- 
tion to uproot and overthrow many long-cherished 
and fond convictions, especially as regards beliets 
founded on the teachings of the Scriptures. To many 
minds the investigations and questionings heard on 
every side bring a vague teeling of anxiety and unrest. 
Even old believers, rooted and grounded in the faith, 
cannot help asking with honest concern whereto these 


things are likely to tend. So much seemingly new — 


light is brought to bear upon these serious, all-impor- 


tant questions, that active, inquiring minds, never sat- _ 


isfied with knowledge already gleaned from various 
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sources, become keen and tireless researchers after 
the very truth. And many times, within the past few 
years, sincere and earnest Christians, eager for the 
best light attainable, have been led to ask, in the lan- 
guage if not in the spirit of Pilate of old, What is 
truth? 

It is hard to have one’s dearest, most reliable con- 
victions disturbed ; to have it averred that mistake 
and misconception lurk in interpretations received 
with unquestioning faith, and to have it asserted that 
certain portions of the Bible are not authentic, as has 
long been supposed, nor the infallibility of its priceless 
precepts by any means a sure or proven thing. Ber- 
nard Gilpin writes: “ People frequently reject great 
truths, not so much for want of evidence as for want of 
an inclination to search for it.’’ This cannot be said 
of those who in all honesty dispute the soundness of 
some preconceived beliefs attaching to the meaning 
of certain passages of the Scriptures; but it can truth- 
fully be said of such as feel tried and unsettled by 
these disquieting arguments, yet fail signally to search 
for themselves, and to prove, as we believe they could 
to their own satisfaction, that not one vital principle 
of the word of God is changed, nor a jot or tittle of its 
ancient validity is destroyed, and not the least degree 
of its unquenchable influence in renewing and con- 
verting mankind has resulted from any arguments, 
discussions, or councils of men in this or any preced- 
ing age. There is doubtless both benefit and injury 
to be derived from controversy. Two brief questions 
from well-known writers will serve to illustrate this. 
And first, we cull from the wise, thoughtful pen of 
Milton: “ There is no learned man but will confess he 
hath been much profited by reading controversies— 
his senses awakened, his judgment sharpened, and the 
truth which he holds now firmly established. 

In logic they teach that contraries laid together more 
evidently appear : it follows, then, that all controversy 
being permitted, falsehood will appear more false and 
truth the more true, which must needs conduce much 
to the general confirmation of an implicit truth.” Now 
the Bible itself is implicit truth, and no controversy is 
needed to show this ; yet to those who harbor doubts 


“as to how some of its counsels are to be applied, it 


might be that discussion may, as Milton says, make 
the truth appear more true. But listen to the rare 
beauty of Bacon’s thoughts on “The Best Kinds of 


Controversy”: “As those wines which flow from the 
- first treading of the grape are sweeter and better than 


those forced out by the press, which gives them the 
roughness of the husk and the stone, so are those 
doctrines best and sweetest which flow from a gentle 
crush of the Scriptures, and are not wrung into con- 
troversies and commonplaces.’’ What could be a 
sweeter, truer way of pressing out the truths of the 
one great Book of the ages? Hear the sound words 
of its own pages on this subject. The prophet tze- 
kiel, in speaking of the ordinances of the priests who 
in those days were to teach the people the “ difference 
between the holy and profane,” declared of them: 
“And in controversy they shall stand in judgment.” 
Jesus Christ, now become our High Priest, can by his 


‘own words make clear any and all differences be- 


tween the holy and profane that need be made clear. 


‘Timothy admits no chance for differences of belief on 
one vital point, for he says: “And without contro- 
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versy great is the mystery of godliness: God was 
manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of 
angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed_on in 
the world, received up into giory.” Why wrest the 
words of Scripture or force them by the press of con- 
troversy to seem to yield the roughness of husk and 
stone? Let God be his own interpreter. 

Men and women need to learn that the grand cure 
for all uncertainty, disquietude, and anxiety as to the 
meaning of the entire teachings of the Bible, is to be 
found in the Bible itself. We do not need to accept 
truths in a blind, dumb way, as if it was wrong to 
study out that which puzzles us. But when Jesus 
Christ said: “Search the Scriptures: they are they 
which testify of me,” he gave a command so simple 
that even a child could readily understand its import. 
Some there are who plunge into hot discussions, and 
are merely stimulated by them. But it is certain that 
the questions being raised to-day by the critics of the 
Bible send perturbed queries aad meditations into 
many devoted hearts. There is nothing to feel 
troubled about in this. Go search the Scriptures. 
All the testimony that is needed concerning the Christ 
and the straight road to the throne of the Father is 
plain, and beyond the reach of all criticism to alter 
one vital point of the Bible from cover to cover, Go 
to the fountain-head. Study, explore, search! Find 
out for yourself what Christ tells of himself, of his 
kingdom, of the simple conditions which insure an 
entrance there. What more is needed ?—Christian 
al Work. 


THAT BIBLE OF YOURS. 


Skeptical critics complain that Christians do not 
deal with the Bible as they deal with other books ; 
meaning thereby that reverence for it as the word of 
God prevents a thoroughly critical examination or 
its contents and unbiased judgment of their value. 
Whether the charge be true or false in the sense in- 
tended by the skeptics, it is true in another sense, and 
the result is most lamentable. Few Christians read 
the Bible as they read other books. What is called 
devotional reading is too often a desultory opening of 
the volume for a random glance at what the eye falls 
upon, with no comprehension of its connection, no 
knowledge of the human writer, the person to whom 
he wrote, or the purpose of the writing. In most cases 


_ the book is closed without the lodgment in the mind 


of a thought or an idea that could be reproduced five 
minutes later. The only effect was a momentary im- 
pression of reverence for the “sacred word,” and the 
fallacious sense of being in the performance of one’s 
duty. With many people this is the only acquaintance 
had with the Bible. The volume they use has become 
accustomed to open at the same place every time, 
and they continually read those parts with which they 
are most familiar. Were the remainder of the book 
printed in the original tongues they would scarcely 
discover that fact. No other book is treated in this 
manner. If this treatment of the Bible is the result of 
reverence, it were better to have less reverence and a 


‘more intelligent and growing acquaintance with God’s 
word. : 


Many people read the Bible “by course ”—so, many 
chapters each week-day, and so many on Sunday, in 


‘order to complete the volume in one, two, or perhaps 
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three years. They have a “mark,” which is moved 
monotonously after each reading, in order that they 
may know where to begin next time. Too often it 
stands as a mark of well-nigh profitless reading. The 
reader who cannot hold his “place” in memory tor 
twenty-four hours might as well employ his time in 
some other way; his reading is barren. Reading by 
course has some advantages, and for the sake of these 
may be practiced in occasional excursions through the 
volume, Yet, if it displaces all other reading of the 
Bible, it might better be discontinued. Think of wait- 
ing one, two, or three years for the next routine peru- 
sal of the Sermon on the Mount, the middle chapter of 
John’s Gospel, or the third chapter of the Epistle to 
the Ephesians! But worse than either of the foregoing 
is that neglect of the Bible which relegates its read- 
ing exclusively to the time of family worship, or of 
its study in the Sunday school. As family worship is 
usually conducted, there is little opportunity for im- 
proving one’s acquaintance with the contents of the 
volume, Many heads of families feel themselves in- 
competent to instruct their own household; and 
doubtless many others honestly question whether 
instruction should be mingled with devotion in that 
service, 

The so-called “study” of the Bible in many Sunday 
schools could be patented as a most effective device 
for the non-study of the Scriptures. Sunday schools 
flourish almost everywhere in which the Bible is sel- 
dom or never seen in the hands of scholar or teacher. 
Thousands of children in regular attendance upon 
Sunday schools never handle a Bible, and do not 
know the meaning of the terms “ Testament,” “ book,” 
“chapter,’’ etc., as applied to the contents of the vol- 
ume, Protestant Christians have been greatly agi- 
tated over the question of the exclusion of the Bible 
from the public school; but there is reason for much 
greater anxiety over the exclusion of the Bible from 
the Sunday school.— Christian Advocate. 


HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE. 


Study the Bible with an obedient spirit. This is 

' not simply a rule of life; it is also a rule of inter- 
pretation, Jesus said : ‘If any man will do his will he 
shall know of the doctrine whether it be of God.” 
One must love the truth and hold himself subject to 

it if he would learn the truth. Nothing blinds the 
understanding and warps the judgment like a per- 
verse will. When men are determined to do wrong 
they can persuade themselves that wrong is right. 
bee It is doubtful whether there has ever been an error 
that. has not had its honest advocates. Whea men 
Tig not obey the truth which is offered them, they 
given over to believe a lie. A sort of moral 
bl ndness falls upon them, and they lose any 


2 
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they know with greater 


° But no man can rightly i Pra 
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may have had to perceive the truth, Of course 
ie ae in varying degrees, just a ee 
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dient man will have the truth miraculously revealed 
to him. He means that an obedient spirit is a neces- 
sary condition of knowing the truth. There is a sort 
of syinpathy which one must have with the truth in 
order to knowit. We must love the beautiful and 
have a cultivated taste in order to appreciate works 
of art. We must love a man if we would really know 
the best that isin him. In some such way the organ 
of spiritual knowledge is an obedient spirit which 
proceeds from love of F the truth. 

For example, suppose an unregenerate man begins 
the study of the Bible. He does not go far before he 
finds that he is commanded to repent and believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. He realizes that to obey will 
involve a complete change in his life. If he obeys 
he will find that God has other truth for him which 
He will make plain. If he disobeys, he cannot expect 
to interpret aright any pertion of Scripture beyond 
this precept. Simple matters of fact—truth such as 
the intellect can apprehend—he my understand ; but 
he will have no power to discern the spiritual. ‘The 
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God; * * * neither can he know them, for they 
are spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. ii. 14)—Zhe Rev. 
A. E. Waffle, in ‘‘The Interpreter with the Bible.” 


rs 


THE DUTY OF BIBLE STUDY. 
Christian men and women must read and study 
the word of God. No pressure of Christian work in 
all the manifold activities of the present day should 
prevent the daily devotional perusal of God’s holy 
word. Christian effort cannot be substituted for 
thoughtful and serious attention to what we are — 
taught of God in his holy book, and by which we 
are to be renewed and sanctified. We must be filled 
with divine truth if we are to grow in the divine life. 
Our Christian activities, futhermore, can only be 
sustained and enlarged by mucn communion with 
Christ through his word. The sources of great rivers — 
are hidden away in mountain and glen. Fountains 
burst out in secluded places and gentle brooks run 
through shaded ravines. They meet at length, and, 
mingling in their onward flow, set at work industrial 
activity in a thousand shapes and forms. But what © 
would Keep all these activities in motion if the fount- 
ains should fail and the brooks be dried up? What 
shall sustain steadily the long continued effort of the — 
church of Christ to recover the world for its Master 
and King, save the feeding of each member of the 


The real power to do great things for Chnst mus 
come trom the secluded places where men commu 
with God and gather Ppa ‘a 
to effort from his words. 


November, 1892. 


a place to unyoke our oxen and let them graze and 
rest while we prepared our breakfast. Before zmspan- 
ning, OY yoking the oxen to make another start, a little 
time was afforded for reading under the shade of a 
tree. My wife took out a pocket Bible, given to her 
in childhood, but forgot to return it to the wagon on 
our departure. A native was sent back to find it but 
in vain, and it was given up as irrecoverably lost. 
Four years later, while travelling in that part of the 
country, we stopped at the same place. ‘fo my sur- 
prise, a Zulu man came to me with a small book in 
his hand which he wished to sell. Upon opening it, 
imagine my surprise when I saw on the fly-leaf my 
wife’s maiden name. The man was paid and the 
book returned to its delighted owner. For four 
years it had been lying in the thatch roof of his hut, 
just over the fireplace, and was smok enough 
doubtless to cure a hundred good-sized hams! When 
Iinformed the Zulu that the book he had kept so 
long was Jncivadi Yent-osi enkulu (the word of the 
Great King), he was greatly astonished and said, 
“Had I known that fact I would not have kept it.” 
Probably superstition would have led him to eject it 
from his Israel— The Religious Herald. 


BIBLE PRINTING AND BIBLE CIRCU- 
BATION. 


Luther, Knox, Calvin, and the heroic reformers, took 
the postion that the Church depended on the Bible ; 
also, that 1t became the duty of the Church to make 
known the contents of that Bible unadulterated by 
human devices. And under the control of this princi- 
ple Protestantism has attained whatever of power and 
excellence it possesses ; and by this it must perpetu- 
ate itself. Hence the Reformation caused the Bible 
to emerge from itsseclusion. Yet even then the word 
of the Lord was rare and costly. But the art of print- 
ing was already girding itself as the coadjutor of the 
circulation of the Bible. The first book printed was 
the Holy Scriptures, and the cheapest to-day is the 
New Testament. Meanwhile a co-ordinate work, even 
to the printing, was indispensable. The sacred 
oracles must be put into the speech of the people. 
And the great historic translations followed—the En- 
glish Bible, the German, and the French. But when 
the Bible was thus prepared for the people it was 

placed under aban. For the first in its history it was 
hunted for by persecutors. Hitherto it had been 
tethered. In the ages preceding, martyrs were burnt 
because they confessed Christ; now they went to the 
stake because they would not give up their Bibles. 
These books were seized..and destroyed wherever 
found, from Scotland to Italy. Such was the struggle 
for two centuries, and no wonder Christianity was 
nearly at a standstill. 

But a hundred years ago a new era opened, which 
has become the richest and most significant in the his- 
tory of the sacred volume. This century has been the 
period of Bible distribution. At the close of the last 
century the grandfather of ‘Queen Victoria expressed 
a wish “that not a cottage in the country should be 
without a Bible, and not a child that could not read 
it2’ This has been accomplished in our land. The 
American Bible Society has sent the Bible to the cot- 
tages of the people, and the common school has 
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taught the children so that they can read it, and we 
have won the name of a Bible nation. Also, all the 
great changes among the nations have been in the in- 
terest of circulating the Scriptures, as on the conti- 
nent of Europe, among the republics of South Amer- 
ica, and even to the uttermost parts of the earth. So 
that literally it runs to and fro, entering secluded 
cabins, marching over prairies, climbing to the peaks 
of mountains, and traversing the oceans in a thousand 
ships.—Rev. Dr. Geo. S. Mott. 
THE ANTIQUITY OF THE BIBLE. 

Before the literature of Greece had been thought of, 
song and story and the noblest inspirations of philos- 
ophy and poetry had come into being upon the little 
crests of Zion and Moriah; the Temple had been there 
which has never faded, though destroyed, burned, 
broken down a dozen times, swept far from sight and 
knowledge, from the memory and imagination of 
men; and the records of humanity had begun to be 
put forth in full splendor of character and impulse and 
feeling, in chronicles which are as fresh and living now 
as when they were the transcripts of the life of three 
thousand years ago. We go no farther than the heroic 
age of Hebrew genius when we name this date; be- 
yond, in the midst of the ages, before even ancient 
Egypt had begun to engrave her rigid annals upon 
stone, the record goes back, not in hierogly phics, but 
in histories of living men. A learned sect studies and 
scrutinizes with painful confusion of images what a 
great Rameses may or may not have done; but the 
child of to-day wants no better entertainment than 
that story of Joseph and his brethren, which is told in 
every language, and never fails to touch the simple 
heart. Before Homer had begun his primitive min- 
strel strain to celebrate the fights and wiles of the 
chiefs and kings, Isaiah had risen to the highest 
heights of poetry, had opened the dim gates of Hades, 
and had revealed, on the other hand, a dazzling 
glimpse of a heaven in which one God sat upon a 
throne of light and judged and tried the spirits of 
men. There is no such record in-all the histories. 
The Psalms which began with David breathe forth the 
deepest emotions of our race to-day. The wisdom 
which throughout all the tenacious East bears the 
name of Solomon has never been outpassed by any 
successor. And when we descend the course of the 
ages and come to a still more glorious and wonderful 
history, it is Jerusalem still which is the scene both oi 
tragedy and triumph, of the greatest and most won- 
derful life which was ever lived among men.—J/rs. 
Oliphant’s Jerusalem. 


Tye Psalms are a jewel-cluster, made up of the 
gold of doctrine, the pearls of comfort, the gems of 
prayer. This book is a theatre of God’s works; a 
sweet field and rosary of promises; a paradise of 
delicious fruits and heavenly delights; an ample sea, 
wherein tempest-tossed souls find pearls of consola- 
tion; a heavenly school, wherein God himself is 
chief instructor ; the flower and quintessence of Scrip- 
ture ; a glass of divine grace, representing the fatherly 
countenance of God in Christ; and a most accurate 
anatomy of the Christian soul, delineating all its 
aflections, emotions, temptations, and depths of per- 
plexity, with their proper remedy.— Gerhard. ‘, 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The stated meeting of the Board of Managers was 
held at the Bible House on Thursday, November 3d, 
1892, Theophilus A. Brouwer, Esq., Vice-President, in 
the chair. 

Devotional services were conducted by the Rev. 
B. B. Tyler. 

Among the letters from foreign lands submitted for 
the information and action of the Managers, were let- 
ters from Rev. J. P. Dardier, of Geneva, in relation to 
Bible colportage in France; from Mr. Rodemeyer, of 
Bremen, with thanks for a remittance to promote the 
Bible work in Germany and Switzerland; from Mr. 
Whipple, of Tabreez, announcing the disappearance 
of the cholera from Persia and the remarkable deliv~ 
erance of American missionaries and their adherents 
while one-tenth of the people had died from the 
scourge; from the Bible Society of Russia, asking 
the privilege of participating with this Society at the 
Columbian Exposition ; from Mr. Norwood, reporting 
the distribution of nearly five hundred volumes of 
Scripture at Baranquilla in September; from Mr. 
Penzotti, with an account of his work at Panama ; 
from the Netherlands Bible Society, proposing an 
interchange of publications; and from London, Glas- 
gow, and Yokohama, in respect to the joint work of 
the Bible Societies through their Committee in Japan. 

On recommendation of the Committee on Distribu- 
tion books were granted to the value of about $1,779, 
including consignments to the Brazil and the Mexico 
Agencies of the Society. 

The issues from the Bible House in October were 


72,535 volumes ; issues since April Ist, 1892, 494,693 


volumes. 


Deceased Directors. 
Rey. Wm.A. V. V. Mabon, D.D., LL.D., New Brunswick, N. J. 


Hon. Wm. L. Van Alstyne, Troy, N. Y. 


Rev. Elias L. Boing, Green Village, N. J. 
seek S. Holt, Andover, Mass. 


—™ 


, L.D., late of Norwich, Conn. $9,412 08 
eee i Oy teat Adams, N.Y. 50 00 
Oliver G., late of Boston, Mass. 
gton, Mrs. Eliza, late of Am- 
‘Mass 5 
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Deceased Members. 


Rev. John W. Belknap, Lansingburg, N. Y. 
Rey. Stephen S. N. Greeley, Gilmanton, N. H. 
key. Martin Wheeler, Phelps, N. Y. 

Rey. George N. Power, D.D., Keokuk, Iowa. 
Rey. J. C. Van Deventer, Nyack, N. Y. 

Rey. A. Harmount. D.D., Delphos, Ohio. 
Rey. William N. Williams, Dayton, Ohio. 
Horatio N. Andrew, Webster, N. Y. 

Ezra W. Boughton, Troy, N. Y. 

Zina Cotton, Cambridge, N. Y. 4 

Hiram Benson, Cambridge, N. Y. 

Rey. Elias 8S. Peck, Waupun, Wis. 

Henry W. Belcher, Garrison’s, N. Y. 

Grace Combs, Danvers, Ill. 

William L. Goewey, Troy, N.Y. 

Mrs. Maria B. Tenney, Lawrence, Mass. 


Sumniamy, of District Superintenaents’ Reports for 
the month of Seplember, 1892. 


Number of District Superintendents reporting...... + aE 
Auxiliaries, Branches, etc., Visited...........seeees nia 140 
ADNIVErSATiIe€sS ATLENdEd...0..sceccncencvccncascccsece oa 44 
New Societies and Committees formed...........+-++ % 
Sermons and Addresses delivered for the Bible cause 263 
Letters BONG» 0c ciwabse en geueerscen se eeaaeeanboer eae d 2,329 
Miles travelled on official OMY Sons te aewcnccs census ; 32,372 


Donations and subscriptions secured for Bible cause $4,325 QU 


Summary of Bible Distribution in September by 1 Col- 
porteur and 78 County Agents reporting. 


Colporteurs. Co.Ag’ts. 


Days OF BEEVICS [Witsoe eee svoavianticees vem 20 342 


Miles travelled.x2-nsehesdsieceasiewemasiamniacen 68 8,542 
Families visited by them...........cseeereeee 815 7,833 
Families found without a copy of Ser’ iptures 250 739 
Families supplied by sale or gift..... eter 75 889 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition. va 270 
Number of books sold......... Puan cieeate aor 85 823 
Value of books sold....... eRepes ease sees “Ad $20 80. $459 33 
Number of books distributed gratuitously. 15 539 
Value of books distributed gratuitously... $250 $119 19 
Contributions received.......c.cceccresseves $533 13 


Summary of 36 Annual Reports of Auxiliary Socie- 
ties, received in October, 1892. 


Receipts from sales in twelve months................ $2,811 72 
Receipts from collections and donations............. 4,270 44 
Paid American Bible Society on book account...... 3,863 54 
Paid American Bible Society on donation account.. 1,718 87 
Expended on their own flelds........c.scscceseeeseees L411 84 
Value of books deneteds ict Wiki adieteseevenceeccces 34145 
Value of stock on hand at date..........ccececeseeess 3,589 89 
No. of these auxiliaries reporting general operations 4 
Collecting and distributing a employed........ ak 
Farnilies visited Dy them -% \ccc.. .soccsccess cuteneeesite 5,350 
Families found destitute..... SU's tebineee ge eeu eT ONG 380 


Destitute families supplied. since cwsnceaesivecese eevee) yu E26n 


Destitute individuals supplied in addition... 
Sabbath and other schools te os veeeceeee 


cece. ued. ; 
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Quincy, Pres, Chika sete e eee ee 10 
GEOR! 


ri 


iia 


N 
ovember, 1892. BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 173 
ILLINOIS.— Continued. NORTH DAKOTA Z i 
is a 2 A. Zimmerman, Mrs. Levi F., Van Wert 
Rock River Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch #68 85 : 2 fi 
» Meth. Ep.Ch ... 8 North Dakota © th. Ep. C a5 3 
Mack River. Conference, Meth, 1). rth Dakota Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch... — $52 00 ODIO Tawsiseseves srieied vue ttle cee wiv ele viejrie'e $20 00 
Ch., “ Whiteside Fund”............. 15 00 DRIOs $1,824 23 
Southern Illinois C 2 nO > Dayton, West S Yhurehes } 
ois Conf.,Meth.Ep.Ch, 8100, GUIs ME, ck ravens Crea AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 
INDIANA = rile 5 eat SOSA » i { 
. Credited Credited 
Indiana Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch.......... 129 45 OREGON. as Donation. on ‘Account. 
Iowa. Northwest German Conf., M. E. Ch.. 18 00 po ee vase br da $146 97 
Des Moines Conf., Meth. Ep. C Oregon Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch........ *  gg99 Albany & Vicinity, Ga...... 6 82 
lowa Cont., Meta. Ep. Che = we Be 3 Masters Danish & Norwegian & eee as eae ee 
Pleasant Prairie, Sunday School a E 00 Danish Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch........ 13 00 aesls steBaeconcanndiayn ally 
oy ee COny n - Abilene, TeXas.........eesese 86 15 
AUER E: PENNSYLVANIA. Bullock Co., Al hee 
Hiawatha, Presb. Ch.... Kt Bloomsburg, Meth. Ep. Ch.. ......... 5 00 Reel. ee ecknepassoat 1 é 
Logan, Prot. Epis. Ch................. s Livermore, Pres. Ch.. oe 5 95 Sh ey; 5 pie geomaicisuc soe 
WEE ATROA IONE 2 00 Rive Grove pres cts 8 68 Bradley Co., ATK..........+. 2 90 
KENTUCKY. : . a ee Beebe & Vicinity, Ark...... 5 75 
Kentucky Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch..... 81 00 ; BEBE TELANDs Boulder Co., Gols Rca 3050 57 56 
Kentucky Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch. South 35 25 Providence, Pilgrim Cong. Ch......... 2900 Barnesville, Ga...........-++ 8 48 
Sulyersville, Sunday School........... 2 00 SOUTH CAROLINA. Bureau Co. Ill..... wees. vee 100 00 
eer. Hope Well, Pres. Cli.......ceseeseesees 3 42 Bartholomew Co., Ind...... 12 98 
Chicopee, First Church. .........+..++- 6 G4 TPNNESSER. Butler Co., K8......eesee eens 15 3 
Springfield, Hope Church............ 5) Chattanooga, First Pres. Ch....... .. 99 85 Bad Axe Bible Com., Mich.. 11 73 
Springfieid, St. Luke’s Meth. Ep. Ch.. 2 00 Inman, Sunday School..............55 409 Brown Co., Minn............ 15 2 5) 06 
Westhampton, Cong. Ch.............45 g 9  tfemphis, Second Pres. Ch........+..- 494 Burlington Co., N.J......-. 30 00 
nae Nashville, Watkins Park C.P. 8.8 105 Beadle Co., 8. D....... ape gle 
D : = Cage og Brookings Co.,8.D.... .... 62 84 
etroit Cont., Meth. Ep. Ch.......... 269 73 TEXAS. Big Spri Bible C T 0 0 
Escanaba, Meth. Ep. Ch......... oa 1 30 Avalon, Church.....cce..ess veocsseses 1 00 eee COM 2 em o ue 
Michigan Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch... 475 00 Brookston, Pres. GR. s.....0.s00 aesieae 3 45 ere a 2 one Rg a a 5 
Baas Press OR oi cce neo cone fo nonica ok 21 92 Genevd, CHUPCH....6 sees eese vee ccc ees 50 eu eee: Rink eeeon Sls ie 
ei Tawys Gharchin eae «.+ Siusndeeeeke 100 Ei yoke ge CE i = 
Benson, Swedish Lutheran Chureh.. - 459 No W. Mexican CGonaaM. E. Ch. Sourk ies Cee owe, ‘(Jubilee % 
Kansas Lake, Swedish Luth. Church 4 28 Ree Thank Offerin 50 00 
Minnesota Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch....... 46 25 Utah Mission, Meth. Ep. Ch....... ..- 250  Ghetopa, Ks..... eer 4 05 
Mamre Lund, Swedish Luth. Chureh 3 00 VIRGINIA. Custer Co., Mont............. 85 86 
Minneapolis, Central German Meth. Liberty, Pres. Ch.... 415 Cattaraugus Co., N. Y......+ 9 00 
Bape toa, Sk Reape occa acestentes 540 Otter Wood, Church 486 Columbia Co., N.Y. (by Lodi 
MISSISSIPPI. WEST VIRGINIA. BY amo) ees nccsineueicneh oe etee i 17 64 
aim, PTOS Chick. cs... ceedeesse 100 West Virginia Contf., Meth. Ep. Ch... 36 00 Carey & Vicinity, Ohio...... 9 61 15k 
@eeford, Pres, Chic.) <n ccsscs ses ess 26 37 WISCONSIN. Cedarville, Ohio...........-- 90 00 
Pickens, Meth. Ep. Ch. South......... 50: R02. Bertrand, C. M. OWS ..3.tsccsbenem 628 Chester Co.,8.C......-. «+ 1% 29 
Pickens, Baptist Ch. ..............-.++ 6 75 Cedur Grove, Ref. Ch.........0eeseeeee ggg Clay Co., 8. D.-.sseeeeeee ee i) 
Ppleberas Presa Gh). .c.c<s <sees-5 os «oe 65) North Greenjield, Meth. Ep. Ch....... 306  Codington Co., 8. D........-- 1 98 
Port Gibson, Meth. Ep. Ch. South.... 15 00 | Wisconsin Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch....... 149 97 ~—« Callahan Co., Texas......... ii 15 
Port Gibson, Pres. Ch... 2. + sees 25) | West Wisconsin Conf., Meth. Ep.Ch. 122 00 Coryell City Bible Com., exe 15 00 
ies ere. Beiaconel Ch... x : ee crOk eee aa Pec vaaaceciaeseee ae % ie 
ris, CNUECHES. .---...-+--= : 75 Columbia River Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch. _ 50 00 J epies at - gana anaar eee z 
Poplarville, Churches.........- . 85 00 : = eae De Kalb Co., Ind......++-.-- 44 75 
Wesson, Meth. Ep. Ch.South.. ......- 7 00 $1,689 06 Daviess Co., Ind..........--- Lie! 
ae aguay ; f Dickinson Co., KS.........-+ 16 67 
Fayette Circuit, Meth. Ep. Ch. South. 2 00 5 ee a eee avenge : a 
Hardin, Meth. Ep. Ch. South.........- 7 . A Friend, Brazil, Ind......---.0--+++ BE We ee Robe eae 50 U0 
Gee aed Junction Ml: Cureodth, 2 ef ete Mtoe. NS Meare, Mich, ic 9300 0p <a ate ze sien 
a A Conk Moth. p0e Boatay ese Tenoeneelts Bs Allegheny, Fa. «ny LO Tt aoe eee aes 
Manchester Station, M. E. Ch. South. 325 Bass, Rev. W. C. D.D., Macon, Ga... are ee Ponte 
‘Moscow, Meth. Ep. Ch. South......... 607 Bible Service, Olean, N. ¥......---.-- Fee ee. 15 29 
Mount Vernon, Meth. Ep. Ch. South. 109 Bible Meeting, Salamanca, N. Yowe ese ae ae F : 
St. Louis, Cook Ave. M. E Ch, South. sate Meeting, Little Valley, N.Y... hoa haa alae Ms 
Pr ie coat. ME ch hoch. 25.6) aie Meaiipe, Team Maville, NE Fh rae ce a aa aor h 
St. Louis Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch. south 18 % Biesemeier, H., Eleroy, Ill.... ....-+- ce nee a BUY Mes ‘ona 
“MONTANA Cullum, H.,Pawaee Oley, Neb ARADO S a eer 4000 14% 
es - Children of Onawa, (“ Jubilee Thank xt) tae eet 
Townsend, Meth. Ep. Ch........-0+++ 150 omering,”) Ia...:. C4 Franklin Co., N. Yoesssseees 3.00 
NEBRASKA Gash; Basti Maggies. <.cespers earn eae pis oe Ae 36 20 ee 
North Nebraska Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch. 50 Compton, Rey. J. W., Palouse City, ayette Co. (Washington), e 
West Nebraska Conf., Meth. Ep.Ch.. 6959 © Wash....,....sssceeseesceceesserneee ODIO. .u-esee-vere veeereeres Coe 
Fall River Co., 8. D... bs 297 
NEW JERSEY. Children at Lake stay, Minn..... .... Fayette C Te is 10 00 
Elizabeth, First Pres. Oh..........--++ 90 37 Children of Aberdeen, S. D......-...- pk A Oss AA BRBROA yey vies aes 
West Creek, Meth. Ep. Ch........-.-+++ 1200 Children of Marshall, Minn.........-. te ae an On 
See PE Ely E. Sterling, Buffalo, N.¥......-.- Aare ee fn saree 
New Mexico English Conf, M.E.Ch. 1700 . Gift from Springtown, Ind. Ter. ponoavilio Mio. op 
a ae “For work in Mexico ’’..... Maseeidet Pai vs r 40 08 
Centre Brunswick, Lutheran Church 58 hetmeon! Rey. H., Fredericksburg, Ce iennne ieeterttl 14 60 
xe ease = ae was snes epee Du Teena cosh 9c 
Ventre Brunswick, Meth. Ep. Ch..... i ag Sari ES aaa te \ Green Co., Wi8......---++» 566 8 27 
Central N. Y. Conf., Meth. Ep.Ch.... 29 50 Houck, William, West Richmond Hot Springs Co., ATK. ...... 10% 
e Wille, N. Y....cseseess Maisie sisiseisisiai='« Hac, 
Genesee Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch.. .. 485 00 pstead Co.. ‘ark, Rie tees 3 35 
: Huntley, F., ArK......- .-++ CSO 7 
Johnsonville, Meth. Ep. Ch.. aes 8 00 “ , ” Hancock Co.,, Ill.... 10 00 
In the Master’s Cause, Ohio. naan ’ 
Lockport, Meth. Ep. Ch......---++++ : 7 00 Johnson, John L., Savannah, Ga..... Hamilton Co., Ind.. 15 00 
Lakeside & Ontario, Meth. Ep. Che... 2 00 Hancock Co. era, BS 10 00 
Kortright, James L., Brooklyn, N.Y. a 
New York, First Pres. Ch. 215 04 Harvey K 8 25 
2 peas 1 “L.M.,” New YOrk.........+se-eeeee Harvey Co., Ks... . 
Ovid, First Pres. Ch..... . 2116 prttchard, Wm., Mitchellville, Ia..... Hudson, Mich...... 720 
Olean, Cong. Ch......++++++- 4 16“ genater, Bev Aj Detpsle, Oblo.s..c0 1.08 — Henkesin Gp. Beta 886 99 
Poughkeepsie, First Ref. Ch.......-.+ 5000 gjaughter,S. W., Waverly, N. Y.. 1000 Hattiesburg, Miss... 1975 3600 
Westport, Meth. Ep. Ch...-.-------+++, 460 smith, Mrs. H. E., Ashtabula, Ohio... 307 Hunterdon n Co., N. J. a1 10 
Wadhams Mills, Meth. Ep. Ch.....--- "2 gaye, Rev. J. H., Rodman, 8. C....... 100 Highlands, N. C.. 40 15 
NORTH CAROLINA. Thompson, J ohn W., Helena, Mont.. 1000 ‘Iroquois Co., Ill...... -- 18 21 
Fayetteville, Sanpineys “lcseee 650 Union Meeting, Franklinville,N.Y.. 17% Jefferson Co., K8....-..+++++ 10 00 
Greensboro, First cveesesee 1765 ~~ Wilcox, Rev. Alanson = Cleveland, Jessamine Co., Ky...++++-+++ 82.57, 
wie \ Ep. Ch.. _ 18 00 NONLO/ eee eee oe eleeeclaae vives toler 100 Kosciusko Co., Ind......-.+. 89 60 


‘North Carolina Cc 
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5 : ; i Credited Credited 
ag ORiiee: Ree a8 Ree Ser tes ei as Donation. on Account. 
Knoxville, Tenn $75 00 Missoula Co., Mont.........- $26 00 Reno Co. ES. nccsivs cen ey, $4 15 ; 
Kerr Co., Texas....... 2 50 Montgomery Co., N.Y ..... #15 00 ROOKS CO., K8.....cecseeeees » $28 82 18 be a 
Lee Co., Ark.. 8 00 Midland Bible Com., Texas. 80. 00 Redwood Co., Minn......... 11 50 81 a ’ 
Livingston Co., 800 Mitchell Co., Texas.......... 5150 Rensselaer Co., N. Y......-. 2 
Ligonter & Vicinity, Ind.... $2 34 52 51 Milwaukee Co., Wis. ne 58 2) Robeson Co., N.C.......--+++ 94 25 tO ‘ 
WeUGss Clon Lowe. senses 1 70 Norcross, Ga........ ee 448 Rock Co., WI8....+.0+6 esse : 99 ‘ 
Lenox & Vicinity, lowa..... 19,00" ~ Norton @04 Ga.rcnss ce os 745 Shelby Co., Ala..... .+-.+++. : | 
Louisville & Vicinity, Ky... 185 27 New Bedford, Mass.......... 4545 Selma, Ala.....-..+s00++ vee on eo 
Lake Linden, Mich 8491 Northern Montana.... 9115 Southern California oa s 
Lyon Co., Minn....... .. 2000 810 WNemaha Co., Neb... 1907 Social Circle, Ga...........+- Aon | 
Lawrence Co., Mo........ : 1228 New York....... .. 6,000 00 27817 Sumter Co., Ga....... eS 84 4 
Lewis 'Co., N. Y....+.. “2 67.89 Nashville, Tenn,. ‘ 2 50 Story: Coy TOwAt-iersaeoneone ue 9) BY 
Lewis Co., W. Va...... ‘1205 61.29 ~—- Nolan Co. Bible Gom., Tex. 2700 Steuben Co., Ind............. 440 749 ae 
Macon Co., Ala..........500 20.20 Osborne Co. Kei sasercnane se 2500 1246 Shawnee Co., Ks.... ......-. 83 95 | 
Macon (Bibb Co.), Ga... ... 6 80 Olmsted Co, Minn.. 80 51 Sharpsburg & Vicinity, Ky.. 7 50 ¥ | 
Montezuma & Spaulding, Orange Co., N.C.... ef 20 00 Sort Co. BV so. oe vapeee econ 64 OU . 
GW teats teaanesir eee mea reve 1182 Outagamie Co., Wis......... 2000 Sevier Co., Ky 11 10 
Marshallville, Ga..... se 850 Paragould & Vicinity, Ark.. 5 05 Silver Bow Co., Mont....... ae 15 
McLean Co., Ill........ Sere 85 00 Pierce C0., Gacsvvsssrsceosee 1 86 St. Charles Co., MOo..... wk 185 50 } 
Madison Co., Ill....... 102 81 Perry Co., Ill .. .... a 2025 St. Louis, MO..............+- Sud 00 
McHenry Co,, Ill..... 80 60 Palo Alto Co., Iowa... 10% T 22 Scotland Co., MO..........0 2 60 i 
Macoupin Co., Ill..... 40 00 Pennsylvania....... Sea RE 1,500 00 Sir Clate Uo. Mose 7essscnes 3 15 . 
Monona Co., Iowa.... 11 90 Paw Paw, W. Va...... ae 22°75 Somerset Co.,N.J. ...-.-+- 890 00 
Marshall Co., Iowa... . 2500 Rockdale Co., Ga... Fy. 21 £3 200 00 
Massachusctts................ 460 00 Randolph Co., Ind..:........ 5 93 90 00 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
RECEIPTS FOR BENEVOLENT ACCOUNT. 
Income Returns 
From Sales Sales re- 
Gifts Gifts from 
Legacies. rears Prop ee EroMdeee neee ard ported bY Iwissionary Miscellane-- Total Total 
tions, | iliaries, | viduals. | BOOKS, | by Oolpor-|" “qins, | Foreign [and other| ° |Tranafera.| Cash. 
onion Funds, | 48°" | societies. 
— 3 
Cash ......| 18,012 08 | 4,689 06 | 8,540 63 | 1,824 23 223 10 48 64 | 1,786 82 | 1,604 75 Seton -4 26.) ; (| 86,728 57 
Transfers. eee ae Ob SAD ance 06g Sieve ee stele | cir 


h ESSE Mba let Or oe a ee sedate ne eRe | els Wes 8 eh ee aEee Ger 


ree Nr a Ae acide t ud (Nee aD ea gue Neck PREM. do weitere dy wc ains Gage us ook da eae Oe 30 83 | 2,188 06. 
URS PELGITAL cosine mira a Sanda AMR saloon act Se ORR «nat lass ens apse ac a 
Pay Income subject te Bite Tateroetis. <.sa.4 ds 0 OA etd cee x a0 oy aaeoema ine cap wet ean ae coerce 186 96 

Bee Viivotric Livni sane tte he cc eee |. OS! eae Bee eae ee 1 49.50 
Be torectow A wallnblo Fritidi 20/4507 « nston ss law taee snp ete ll gee 339 45 
ae UPeiiat: Mande Hilton Py Andrew: Bande é...~-ctleisisansen-s.oéisacavouith dhgiitetieae eae al th) 

Loan Account, Borrowed to Meet Current Expenses. co teseeesteecnseneccnneseeaeeateceseeeeeneensrcenentenss ~| -8,(00 00 ( 


- aig: 
mee “Yale Bok enn 
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Credited 


Credited 
as Donation. on Account, 
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Credited 


Credited 
as Donation. on Account. 


Wainwright, Rev. G. W., Dist. Supt,, 
Niapieinden ceninvinielccmeastielcs css dsleehjees” 


-§. B.—The amounts in ITaLio 


type are not actual cash 
Departments, to show the net result of each, 


te Me ‘ eagles ” " 


transactions, but necessary payments by transfer as between the different 


Salem Bible Ass'n, N.C..... $65 8S Washington Co., N. Y....... $66 80 $89 71 
Spartanburg Co., S. (el errere 12.00 Westchester Co., N. Y...... 1,000 00 
Bpink Co, 8S. D......see-veres $1 85 Wayne Cox, Ohio.........5+- 15 38 29 46 SALES REPORTED BY FOREIGN 
Sanborn Co., §. D............ 48 47 Wayne Township, Ohio...... 8 18 27 82 AGENCIES. 
Stephens City, Va............ 9 90 Wilson Co., Tenn........++.- §2 34 Brazil AGENCY......e eee eeeeeceeeer cence $1,528 20 
SEREGWOWL COs, LL. ccccsscccees G4 69 Waukesha Welsh, Wis....... 10 00 Cuba Agency....... "5 55 
Thorntown & Vicinity, Ind. 22 73 = ate hoe MHA MONIC T aaisieiiie visnei:4 ose slaie sleisiein’s 6 U0 
Thaycr Co., Neb...... : caeations 25 00 $8,540 63 $9,164 05 aie eee : ew eee 
a Yeseeereees 45 00 RETURNS FROM BIBLES DONATED. scl 
‘aay OE SRS aS IG Q7 4 , : 3CHK q 
Faton Co. N. J 27 4 Coultas, Rev: A. J., Fall River, Mass. 86 80 MISCELLANEOUS. , 
EEKaS OO petaretcn tyes a De Heer, Mrs. R. H., Gaboon, West Made GAlesst.\ «secarcermecaesvnnnel™ $2,183 06 
lle COG Ws. Vos xces'es ves $9 41 Africa 8 00 Retail Sales.......eeeceeeereerreeeereee 2,085 51 
aE ee 96 Rott f Bee RI olor as evans : dale * Eee 
iireinta aie 0D = Evans, Rey. J. 7T., Dist. Supt., Minn.. 80-50 Sales by Sie) Ai Bona good coda aa of 
erernon Meena a SEA gis Keo ahi s Free Meth. Church Mission Board, Sales of Waste Materials....... 298 66 
on Co., Wis... 18 00 Chicaco, Ill 105  _Remtals......sseseeserseresreeee 1,724 94 
emietion Goud i Sige ago, seneTeenn ere er seeraeenes t aie DORE AS Liat 
Sito Aa oon 2 oe Harwood, Anna, Princeton, Ill....... 12 9) | Income from Trust Funds...... iad ee 
Weld oe Col PIS SRC SNS * s : . Harmony Meth. Ep. Church, Mich.... 88 Income subject to Life interest... 186 96 
Walker co Bebcoiewe sac te 4 50 48 49 Law, Rev. Thomas H., Dist. Supt., S.C. 8 60 : a ; from Available Funds .. 839 45 
Ware Co., G: ji 10 Mead, Rev. A. J., Dist. Supt., Wis. ... 99 98 - Trust FUMGS....+.-eseserery  seeee 5,000. 04 
Sea nineto hs Sey % 24 38 McLaurin, Rev. J.W. Diati Gupts Laser setde ns Os ACCOMUb a sna weset yea hts sees: 8,000 00 
ae ee p ek veeeeeeee i5 00 eS 9U Myers, Rev. H. P., Dist. Supt., Ga.... 10 20 Electric PACHES, cewtiqer en vle tennessee 19 50 
eg pe 0.. er a2 (1 Presbyterian Board of Publication GUMArics......sceecereeeeeeeereccesecens 4 26 
La DBES Coy Ml... 157 22 and 8. 8. Work, Philadelphia, Pa.... 14 86 $21,670 80 
frsahington Co., Me........- 200 WU Parker, Rev. Z. A., Dist. Supt., Ala... 11.30 = : 
prarron. CO5 N.J....+. 20.0055 80 00 Sellew, T. G., New York..........066+ 600K. MetalBoctiptes.vactiseacqieeds Pt: $65,728 70 
FOR OCTOBER, 1892. 
DISBURSEMENTS FOR BENEVOLENT ACCOUNT. 
District Colpor- Grants BIBLES. 
Sup’ts’ > ; 
Sune’ | eure | poreten | oye] PS, | Mises | Tal anes 
and Ex- | and Ex- Agencies. | other go-| Record. | laneous. to Colpors aoe cies eee Donatea. |Zransfers.| Cash. 
mate age. Agencies. | Members. 
penses, penses, cieties. 
| : | : $ § 
Cash........| 3,104 41 42 85 | 8,056 50 | 750 00 | 131 68 | 65% 97 nds Sele men etl 12,742 91 
Transfers... aye Sav sos SOP SLES ae oar 1,045 77 193 48 952 35 2,806 03 
Auxiliaries—Value of Books Supplied, Peers ort aie ico ates IR 8 wis’ > otchale's sie arotain octens wincee sine SSeS Beco poe 13,168 73 1 50 
The Trade— 2 o fe To IN SSAA Sa coppetatrs Gera See tcrsctae GedArO tol) ater Acarh 25 
Books for the Blind-on Account of Burr Legacy Income..-..---+----+eerersree treet Ce ecleeeleias HeOOOS 103 58 
Bible House Expenses...-..--..--+++- eet ee aa EAR in ERED RC ECD Sau COO GUC EAR ACE CoOR PARDO 11.158 22 
General Salaries and Expenses.....- Sasesod Sewase De co5 0 eq BED poo Enicis ononoD aciarici <SOOGO0 Ou soGC 159 75 2,489 21 
Interest on Life Investment. ....--._.--- ee IIe ajc icisicitia etc v isiw'e:atviviarsin (si hanes SRR Cy a 873 62 
{ B. Sterling Ely Gift......sees+sseeeseeere eres sidlalowaperpiaieteseremls DN ad ateela iets ea t 10 00 
Seep Ends Lirvested ) Wm. Houck Gift......--. PET cere ERE CCS ECE a ROUT CRED SOE Saeesis jee OU0.00 4,000 00 
Available Funds Invested.........0+++++eeeees ae MR eG cs cate eneenane® re che feialeveistemitiatelaveisaetsiacle Ev ioc a 9,412 08 
Taxes on Macdougal Street House......---------- Ebr AGL o 300 PERE SOD OOO ME ons T0000 sou Setsiae a5 ae enckociaiesssers 147 15 
Electrotype Plates........----- NOR eA re sono orniit o> cm aaa weaee na SERN Malew tusitielea disabsip raises 17h 50 419 
For Depository : 
Books from Bindery......-.+--+-++eeseeeseescrssrertssre sess nek Sevan Ginaarioine ceneielttestesie a's spreriate‘ale's a/syere 19,169 66 
®oxes, Cartage. and Postage.... ...----- iio ee Be RR er oe tends si beiacatinds CoocOnnoNin 2 884 80 
Value Books Returned.....------.+++++ Mieig gemeecinib'a ele tel sialeDbietas « '010's afeiere "ia = 61 13 
Discount.on Sales... - 2.2000 ecevseeenetsene crn ceceecsenecemsscsr cess re 2,064 86 5 
Salaries and Expenses  ....-...- ee ae ico SME oe ob aoe Goer oacraG USS gD D Lec Gi 704005 1,085 69 891 57 
British and Foreign Bible Societ, Fe i ss aeabatoe or Acnpe Erect SOOO DUNO CO IDOdoR UO SOO BU Sao 86 21 
DISBURSEMENTS FOR MANUFACTURING ACCOUNT. 
Manufacturing, 
Rent of Machinery and 
Wages. Material. Repairs and 7 
Expenses, Manufactory. Tools. 
_ 
Cash......-eseeee 11,363 41 6,853 82 1387 20 cease 1 95 18,356 38 
Transfers...-+--+| eran aie 95 2,925 00 Shanon 2 2,925 95 
: i Mortal Deanishrains oclicscas. Coeb pes ttle na» on ge mk op Dacian itvo okies one Sere Teaaas Sega e 45,685 10 
: * Cash Sen eR as ns MOM rR rea aie Gat Lee 59,961 88 
- Cash Balance forward to November, TROG sa cs oa onto ballehs ola nella Wicle dn ieee mprolewitets eaprenianie nan sNe 7,763 80 


-— 


| $67,725 €8 


176 BrsLtE Society RECORD. 


OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


HON. ENOCH L, FANCHER, LL.D...........00+ President. 
REV. EDWARD W. GILMAN, D.D........ 

4 lorrespondin 
REV. ALEXANDER MCLEAN, D.D........ ppb 46 4 


REV. ALBERT S. HUNT, D.D.........+.++- 
WILLIAM POULB Si cies perenas soe e>) cannes Treasurer. 
CALEE To ROWE. 1..ch cere ener ee Genéral Agent. 


DIRECTIONS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Letters relating to the general work of the Society in the 
United States or foreign lands, and requests for grants of 
books and communications for the Bible Society Record, 
should be addressed to “The Secretaries of the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Letters transmitting funds, and those relating to accounts, 
fiscal reports, Life Memberships, and Legacies, should be 
addressed to “‘The Treasurer of the American Bible Society, 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for Bibles and Testaments, the Bible Society Record, 
ete.. and letters in reference to the transmission of the same, 
should be addressed to ‘The General Agent of the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for books should be accompanied with payment, as 

» the rule of the Society requires that all sales shall be for cash 
only. No books are supplied for sale on commission, but as a special 
inducement, a discount of ten per cent. from the catalogue prices is 
made to Auxiliary Societies and dealers in books. 


BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS. 


The attention of the public is invited to the large assort- 
ment of Bibles and Testaments published by the Society, and 
for sale at cost at the Bible House in New York. 

The prices of Bibles vary froin twenty cents to twenty-seven 
dollars. Testaments from five cents upwards. 


DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS. 


FIELD OF LABOR, NAME AND POST-OF ‘FICE ADDRESS. 


Alabama & Florida.............. Rev. Z. A. PARKER, 
Birmingham, Ala. 
ER PIONBOS 22 cos fovea st epee ecee ces: Rey. E. M. Prpkin, 
Little Rock, Ark. 
California & Nevada.,.......... Rev. JOHN THOMPSON, D.D.. 
Oakland, Cal. 
NROOR GIG noc 5 3.scn'e stone see sa o's sos Rey. HERBERT P. MYERS, 
Barnesville, Ga. 
WRUHOUS Soe oss oo passione seincove eves Rey. E. G. SMITH, 
a Princeton, Iil. 
: SNOB «os os oo Few eae on = inns Rev. W. J. VIGus, 
: Wabash, Ind. 
POW Meio tod aw das vce sagsacebces Rey. R. W. HUGHES, 
~ Grinnell, Iowa. 
ASBMBAG oles cs sa ses se gne sours ae Rev. J. H. Lock woop, 
Salina, Kansas. 
Kentucky & Tennessee......... Rey. GEO. 8S. SAVAGE, M. D. ? 
a Winchester, Ky. 
Louisiana & Mississippi........ Rev. J. W. McLaurn, 
New Orleans, La. 


Michigan & Wisconsin.......... Rev. ANDREW J. MEAD, 
Minnesota & N.& 8. Dakota....Rey. Josaua T. EVANS, 


; S 
Rei ska, Colorado & Wyo- Rev. pane y. WAINWRIGHT, 
‘gi Be ie ae e Blair, 


-. forms will be furnished for this purpose cn application. 


-iliary is unable to do this, application should be made to th 


Minneapolis, Minn. Z 
TAS eM s maveted Rey. H. P. Bonn, ~ ee 
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NOTICES TO AUXILIARIES. 


The officers of Auxiliary Societies are requested to forward 
their annual reports to the Parent Society promptly. Blank 


Whenever a new society is organized, notice of the event 
should be given immediately to the Parent Society, so that it 
may be recognized. The names of its officers and their post- 
office addresses should also be given. 

No society can be considered as having become auxiliary, 
until it shall have officially communicated to the Parent 
Society that its sole object is to promote the circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures without note or comment ; and that it will place its sur- 
plus revenue, after supplying its own district with the Scriptures, - 
at the disposal of the American Bible Society, as long as it shall 
remain thus connected with it. 


DONATIONS. 

The payment of thirty dollars at one time constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Member of the Society. The increase of 
the subscription to one hundred and fifty dollars, or the 
contribution of that amount in one payment, constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Director. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. # 


I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, formed 
in New York in the year eighteen hundred and sixteen, the 
sum of , to be applied to the charitable uses and 
purposes of said Society. 


REGULATIONS RESPECTING GRANTS. 


To whom grants are made. Upon suitable application, the 
Board of Managers will make grants of books, to Auxiliary 
Societies and to other responsible parties, for sale and gratui- — 
tous distribution. 

The descriptions of books granted. ~The Board of ‘Managers ~ 
grant chiefly their cheaper publications, keeping in view the 
special necessities of the various Classes of persons to be 
supplied. Fine and costly books cannot be given away con- 
sistently with the benevolent ends of the Society. { 

How to obtain grants. For local work, requests for aes . 
tions of books should be presented first to the Auxiliary Soci- 
eties within whose fields the books are to be distributed, and - 
whose duty it is to furnish them, if possible. When an A 


Society, with the endorsement of a responsible officer | of a 
Auxiliary. 


from other parties, should each have the endorsement = 
District Superintendent. _ 

Public institutions supported by local or State 
public libraries, colleges, seminaries, and secular 
within the range of charitable objects. 

The American Bible Society expects th 
be given for its donations by those to whom 
confided for distribution. 


Ly Ne the Bible § 
iene ven ts a 


